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English Language and Literature 
 
Overview  
The English Language and Literature course is designed to suit students who are both passionate 
about reading and literature with strong analytical skills, as well as being scientific, creative, and 
imaginative. Over the two years of the course, the areas of study and investigation are based on 
literary and non-literary analysis, with set novels, plays, and poetry. It also allows studies that 
promote creativity and research into how language is used. There is a considerable amount of 
freedom to study in fields and write in genres which suit one’s own academic development and 
progress to an extent not experienced in GCSE language work. 
 

Students will follow the AQA English Language and Literature course (code 7707) 
 

A Level Course 
Unit 1: Telling Stories There are three components to this unit where students will get the 
opportunity to look at an anthology of literary and non-literary texts under the theme of Paris, a 
poetry anthology, and a novel.  
Unit 2: Exploring Conflict Students will get to be more creative in this component where they will 
write their own piece of re-creative writing alongside a critical commentary on their own work. 
They will also study a set drama text.  
Unit 3: Making Connections Students will be able to delve into their own linguistic passions where 
they will use their analytical skills to investigate a chosen theme or text.   
 

 
Expectations 
We expect our students to become avid readers, and to take as much responsibility as possible for 
their learning and for the development of their cultural awareness. This is a subject in which we can 
direct you towards key skills and give you a chance to broaden your literary and cultural experience. 
Wider reading can help students to establish a sense of authority in their responses to any given text. 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities/Independent Learning Opportunities 
We place strong emphasis on academic learning beyond the classroom and the prescribed 
specifications. We expect Sixth Form students to work independently and to take full advantage of 
the resources that the library and academic faculties provide. The extra-curricular life of Prince 
William School is varied, from theatre productions to visits from authors and University visits.   
Additionally, the school offers opportunities for students to act as learning mentors for reading and 
literacy with younger students. 

 
 

Entry Requirements: There are no additional entry requirements to those mentioned in the Sixth 
Form Prospectus. However, a Grade 6 in GCSE English Language or English Literature is preferable 
but not essential.  

 

mailto:reception@pws.emat.uk
http://www.pws.emat.uk/

